The Promise - from Genesis thru Revelation

The Christmas story...where do we begin? In a manger? With the angels or a tiny baby?

No...let’s go back to the beginning...way back to the very beginning - before mangers, before
the angels, before any tiny baby or any other creation.

”oon

Genesis 1:1 begins the story of “The Promise”...”In the beginning God.” God began it all, and
Jesus was there in the beginning. He is God and He created all. The Gospel according to John
begins:

“In the beginning was the Word (Jesus), and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being by Him and apart from Him nothing
came into being that has come into being. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.”

The world God created was GOOD! It was perfect!

But then something happened. You see, God created us (men, women, boys & girls) to know
Him and to love Him. Love cannot be forced though; it must be a choice. So God gave each of
us a choice to love Him back...or not to love Him back.

God placed Adam & Even in a perfect place, but they chose to not trust God; they chose to
disobey God. That's called sin. They chose something else over loving God, and because of
that, the world needed a Savior...we each need Jesus as our Savior!

You see, before time began, before the world was created, God made a choice - a choice to love
us - me, and you, and you...[may want to actually call out names of those present] and to give us “The
Promise”.

[Quote John 3:16 together]

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whosoever believes
(trusts) in Him (Jesus) shall not perish but have eternal (everlasting) life.”

From the time The Promise was given in Genesis, God’s people watched and looked for the
coming of their King, their Savior.

And then...one night..."The Promise” came in the form of a baby...

Luke 2:1-20 [As you read, volunteers bring pieces of Nativity to table in the front]
Joseph (vs.4)

Mary (vs. 5) & donkey [If using a donkey, stop and mention they may have ridden a donkey so volunteer will
know to bring it then]

Jesus (vs. 7)

Shepherds (vs. 8) & sheep



Angel (vs. 9)
Matthew 2: 1-11 (actually probably over a year later)

Wise men (vs.1) & camels [Again, if using animals, mention they may have ridden camels for
volunteers to know to bring them.]

Star (vs. 2)

“The Promise” came when that one silent night in the small town called Bethlehem, a child
was born of a virgin. The Promise was given birth and breath filled His lungs as the only Son
of God took on human flesh. God stepped down to earth and became a man to open the Way
for mankind (each of us) to return to Him.

John 3 goes on to say in verses 16 -17:

“For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be
saved through Him. He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been
judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”

John 14:6 -

“lesus said to him (Thomas), “l am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father, but through Me.”

Romans 10:9-10

“that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him
from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and
with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.”

So we see the Christmas Story didn’t begin in Bethlehem, but in the very beginning when God
chose to love us and make a way for us to love Him back through choosing to trust Jesus as our
Lord and Savior!

1]John 4:19
“We love, because He first loved us.”

What a Promise! And the Promise keeps pointing forward just as the wise men kept watching
and following the star to lead them to worship King Jesus, so it should do the same for us.

“And the Spirit and the bride say “Come.” And let the one who hears say “Come.” And let the one
who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.” Revelation
22:17

The Promise continues...He is coming back! May we keep watch in a spirit of worship!
(Option: Begin singing “Silent Night” having others join in.)

© Copyright2015 CreativeBibleStudy.com




Christmas Bible Verses from Luke 2: 1-20 (HCSB)

“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole empire should be registered. 2 This first
registration took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So everyone went to be registered, each to his own
town.

4 And Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family line of David, 5 to be registered along with Mary, who was
engaged to him and was pregnant. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 Then she gave
birth to her firstborn Son, and she wrapped Him snugly in cloth and laid Him in a feeding trough—because there
was no room for them at the lodging place.

8 In the same region, shepherds were staying out in the fields and keeping watch at night over their flock. 9 Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10
But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all
the people: 11 Today a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, was born for you in the city of David. 12 This will be the
sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in cloth and lying in a feeding trough.”

13 Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying:
14 Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to people He favors!

15 When the angels had left them and returned to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go straight to
Bethlehem and see what has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”

16 They hurried off and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the feeding trough. 17 After
seeing them, they reported the message they were told about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary was treasuring up all these things in her heart and meditating on
them. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had seen and heard, just as they had
been told."

The Wise Men - Matthew 2:1-12
[Do note that time had passed before the wise men arrived - possibly up to two years.}

"After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod, wise men from the east arrived
unexpectedly in Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in
the east and have come to worship Him.”

3 When King Herod heard this, he was deeply disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 So he assembled all the
chief priests and scribes of the people and asked them where the Messiah would be born.

5 “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they told him, “because this is what was written by the prophet:

6 And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the leaders of Judah: because out of you
will come a leader who will shepherd My people Israel.”

7 Then Herod secretly summoned the wise men and asked them the exact time the star appeared. 8 He sent them
to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. When you find Him, report back to me so that I too
can go and worship Him.”

9 After hearing the king, they went on their way. And there it was—the star they had seen in the east! It led them
until it came and stopped above the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed
beyond measure. 11 Entering the house, they saw the child with Mary His mother, and falling to their knees, they
worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures and presented Him with gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
12 And being warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their own country by another route.”



